
EN 206 Unit 2: Romantic and Victorian Fiction   Week 8 (F 10/2—F 10/9) 
Introduction and Assignments 

Week 8:  Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and the Challenges of Morality 

What to Do This Week:

1) Read through my initial preliminary introduction to Shelley’s novel just below here in this document. 
2) View select videos then listed next in this document.  (80 minutes)
3) Read then the assigned chapters from Frankenstein listed below in this document.  
4) Compose a ‘journal entry’ in response to one of the journal prompts found in this document and submit it as an original post to the Blackboard Discussion Board Thread for Week 4 by 11:59 on Wednesday 10/7.  Then compose and submit two ‘reply’ posts to our Week 2 Discussion Board Thread on Blackboard by the end (11: 59 pm) of Friday Oct 9th.
_____________________________________________________________________________


1) Introduction: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and the Challenges of Morality

a) While Mary Shelley’s novel was initially completed in 1818, towards the end of the Romantic Era, it can be understand for our purposes as a kind of bridge work between the Romantic and Victorian Eras.  More specifically, in it one can clearly see elements of romanticism—the power of an imaginative genius, the inspiration of beautiful natural scenes, the hope for a world uncorrupted by society.  Yet there is a crucial overlay here that reflects the emerging Victorian concern with the costs that can come with such optimism and progress—in this case the moral cost of human lives that may result from unrestrained imaginative design and scientific advancement.  To create a being from scratch that aspires to a level of human complexity is a heady and even perhaps lofty goal.  Yet the implications and consequences of doing so may give one pause, as this famous cautionary tale suggests.
b) The Novel and Moral Choice: novels often off a glimpse of humans as we engage in the most basic of relationships with family, friends, a beloved, nature, society—the world at large in effect.  As such they often get to think about the moral choices, especially the difficult ones, we may face in life.  As the plot of Mary Shelley’s novel takes shape, any number of moral challenges arise for various characters, especially Victor Frankenstein and his monster.  At the outset here, I would like you to work through the ‘Thinking About Moral Choices’ short powerpoint; it should get you thinking about moral-decision-making from a number of perspectives. I will roll these ideas into our activities moving forward, but for now, just read it slowly and try to absorb some of the basic perspectives on morality it traces.  Because it is a powerpoint, I have loaded it separately in our folder, so you will need to go outside of this document to access it (‘Thinking About Moral Choices’ PP).


2) Watch the Videos: Take a look at a couple of things here.  First, I have linked a short video that discusses the novel in light of scientific theories of Mary Shelley’s day.  Second, I am supplying a link to the famous early 1931 film adaptation of Frankenstein. It is linked from a European platform known as ‘dailymotion,’ and in order to post the film they have cut it onto approximately 7-8 10 minutes parts.  For starters this week view the first 3-4 parts of the film (I have only linked to the first part but you shouldn’t then have trouble searching for the subsequent parts on the web).   As we move forward we will later reflect on the differences between the film and the novel itself.  For now, just take it in as an old school film with more than its share of melodrama.

		a) The Science of Frankenstein: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ex7f7KVl3I
b) The Opening Part of the 1931 Film Adaptation of Frankenstein: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x9zbvn

3) Read the Novel: as novels go, Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein is fairly short at about 160 pages; we have two weeks to read it and for this week (and you can get any paperback edition of it or find it online) please read the first seven chapters (Volume I in many editions) as well as the next two chapters from Volume II so that you have reached the point where the monster begins his story (“It is with considerable difficulty . . . . “—stop there).  This is about 70 pages overall.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4) Journal Prompt: for your journal post (note that I have pushed it back a day from its normal time to Wed Night), respond on the thread to the following prompt (and remember to add two replies to the posts of others):


	Mary Shelley’s novel is the point of origin for one of the most famous and pervasive mythologies of modern times: creating a human being anew and seeing what consequences result may from it.  Be it nuclear weaponry, stem cell cloning, or artificial intelligence (AI), we as a society constantly seek to use science and technology to advance our condition and prospects, even though there are clear risks and tradeoffs involved.  Going back to the original modern story about this temptation (Frankenstein), compare and contrast the first portion of the novel you have read for this week with the equally famous first film adaptation from 1931 (with Boris Karloff) that I have asked you to start watching.  There are definitely some significant differences.  In particular, how different is the actual book (novel) from the film? And what might this difference tell us?



